6                               PREFACE
of all work on vegetation being the knowledge and unde
standing of it.
Part IV deals with habitat analysis in an elemental
manner, methods demanding much special training beii
omitted. At the risk of appearing content with superfici
work on the habitat, I have preferred to endeavour
concentrate attention on the vegetation itself, being co
vinced that such concentration is not only more fruitf
for the beginner, but is more likely than too highly specialis<
habitat work to lead to sound advance in our knowled,
of vegetation. We sometimes tend to forget the plan
I                and their struggles for the sake of the measurement of sing
habitat factors, of which we may easily exaggerate t
importance. This is not, of course, to suggest that beginne
should ignore the habitat altogether, nor that advano
workers should fail to push the analysis of factors and the
combinations to the furthest possible point. On the oth
hand, there are few of us who would not be the wiser f
paying more attention than we commonly do to the behavio
and relations of the plants themselves.
Part V deals with school-work in ecology, for which the
may be a great future if interest and enthusiasm can 1
aroused in adequate measure. The "nature study" nc
very widely pursued in the lower forms of schools is suggest*
as the proper foundation for ecological work, and a pi
is put forward for the development of this on ecologic
lines, in schools where the opportunities are good, through^
the school course. It is not for a moment supposed that ai
school could adopt the whole of the suggestions contain<
in Part V. But it is hoped that among these there rm
be found material which wiE be useful for practical develo
ment as outdoor work, sometimes perhaps as part of a cour
in practical geography, sometimes for the widening, if m
the foundation, of a laboratory or classroom course
botany. Probably all serious and systemaMe outdoor woi
is more trouble to the teaciter than indoor work, Iwt it